Sixty-J^?ith  Annual  Repo?'t  of  the  Visito?' 


^        of  the  Univej'sity  Observatory  for  t/ie    Year 

BOARD  OF  VISITORS,   1944         ^^'^^h 

The  Vice-Chanckllor  (Sir  David  Ross,   M.A.,   Provost  of 

Oriel). 
The  Senior  Proctor  (H.  G.   Hanbury,   D.C.L.,   Fellow  of 

Lincoln). 
The  Junior   Proctor   (H.   O.    Newboult,    M.A.,    Fellow   of 

Alerton). 

F.  Homes  Dudden,  D.D.,  Master  of  Pembroke  {Chairman). 
The  Astronomer  Royal  (Sir  Harold  Spencer  Jones,  I\I.A., 

Sc.D.,  F.R.S.). 
The  Director  of  the  Cambridge  Observatory  (Sir  A.  S. 

Eddington,  O.xM.,  AI.A.,  Hon.  D.Sc,  F.R.S.). 
The  Radcliffe  Observer  (or  a  person  deputed  by  the  Radcliffe 

Trustees),  Professor  H.  C.  Plummer,  M.A.,  F.R.S. 
E.  A.  Milne,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.,  Fellowx 

of  Wadham.  -i  v  t  'r 

G.  .M.  B.  Dobson,  M.A.,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.,  T "^'^  ^^^' ^  •  '945- 

Fellow  of  Merton.  j 

One  vacancy.  \ 

Lord  Cherw^ell,  M.A.,  F.R.S. ,  Fellow  OMuntil  MT    lo-o 


Wadham     and     Student     of     Christ 


Church.  )  -Mrf..-  v.5(  -V 


i       cpp  93  1944 
This  report  refers  to  the  calendar  year  1943-f^  ^ 

L  Staff  and  Work  ^"^^^  ,       ^^ 

The  war-time  staff  of  the  Observatory  remains  unchanged. 
The  Acting-Director,  Dr.  M.  G.  Adam,  has  been  responsible 
for  the  arrangement  of  teaching  facilities  in  the  Observatory  for 
R.A.F,  and  R.N.  Cadets,  and  has  maintained  her  teaching  in 
physics.  During  the  year  she  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  Astronomical  Society,  thus  becoming 
the  first  woman  Fellow  to  attain  that  honour. 

Dr.  D.  S.  Evans  has  divided  with  Dr.  Adam  the  work  of 
teaching  Cadets  in  the  Observatory,  has  continued  his  activities 
as  Editor  of  the  Observatory  Magazine,  and  has  been  responsible 
for  much  useful  work  in  making  the  results  of  science  intelligible 
to  a  wide  audience.  I  lis  principal  work,  how  ever,  has  continued 
to  be  research  in  the  application  of  physics  to  medicine,  carried 
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The  Vice-Chancellor  (Sir  David  Ross,   M.A.,  Provost  of 

Oriel). 
The  Senior  Proctor  (H.   G.   lianbury,   D.C.L.,   Fellow  of 

Lincoln). 
The  Junior   Proctor   (H.   O.   Newboult,    ALA.,    Fellow   of 

Merton). 

F.  Homes  Dudden,  D.D.,  Master  of  Pembroke  {Chairman). 
The  Astronomer  Royal  (Sir  Harold  Spencer  Jones,  M.A., 

Sc.D.,  F.R.S.). 
The  Director  of  the  Cambridge  Observatory  (Sir  A.  S. 

Eddington,  O.iM.,  ALA.,  Hon.  D.Sc,  F.R.S.). 
The  Radcliffe  Observer  (or  a  person  deputed  by  the  Radcliffe 

Trustees),  Professor  H.  C.  Plummer,  ALA.,'  F.R.S. 
E.  A.  AIiLNE,  ALA.,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.,  Fellowx 

of  Wadham.  L^     •,  .  t  r^ 

G.  M.  B.  DOBSON,  ALA.,  D.Sc,  F.R.S.,  T "^^^ -^^' ^ '  ^945- 

Fellow  of  Aierton.  j 

One  vacancy.  \ 

Lord  Cherwell,  ALA.,  F.R.S. ,  Fellow  of  U  j^^^-j  jy^j -p    ^ 

Wadham     and     Student     of     Christ  |  •    •      -i   ■ 
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This  report  refers  to  the  calendar  year  1943- i?^  ^ 

L  Staff  and  Work  ''>-f    - 

The  war-time  staff  of  the  Observatory  remains  unchanged. 
The  Acting-Director,  Dr.  AL  G.  Adam,  has  been  responsible 
for  the  arrangement  of  teaching  facilities  in  the  Observatory  for 
R-.^.F.  and  R.N.  Cadets,  and  has  maintained  her  teaching  in 
physics.  During  the  year  she  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  Astronomical  Society,  thus  becoming 
the  first  woman  Fellow  to  attain  that  honour. 

Dr.  D.  S.  Evans  has  divided  with  Dr.  Adam  the  work  of 
teaching  Cadets  in  the  Observatory,  has  continued  his  activities 
as  Editor  of  the  Observatory  Magazine,  and  has  been  responsible 
for  much  useful  work  in  making  the  results  of  science  intelligible 
to  a  wide  audience.  His  principal  work,  however,  has  continued 
to  be  research  in  the  application  of  phvsics  to  medicine,  carried 
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out  in  C(>llah()r;uior.  witli   Dr.   Mtiuiclssolm  ;H  tlu'  (.  "larciulon 
I.;\ln)r;it<)r\  . 

Il  is  only  tittini;  that  special  rctcrcncc  sliowki  hv  nuulo  to  the 
work  of  Miss  K.  1".  Hcllainy.  I'or  sonic  years  previous  to  the  war 
her  principal  duties  in  connexion  with  the  International  Seismo- 
logical  Summary,  that  imlispensahle  aid  to  the  study  of  seismo- 
logy, had  consistetl  in  part  of  collatinj.^  readings  and  records 
froni  several  hundred  statii)ns  all  over  the  world,  in  part  of  the 
full  editorial  responsibility  for  the  production  of  the  Summary, 
and  in  part  of  the  preparation  from  time  to  time  of  exceedingly 
useful  indices  of  seismological  activity.  On  the  outbreak  of  war 
Miss  Ik'llamy  continued  these  already  sulViciently  onerous 
duties,  made  not  less  so  by  war-time  restrictions,  and  at  the  same 
time  undertook  the  technically  and  computationallv  diflicult 
problem  of  computing  cpicentral  positions  and  residuals,  work 
formerly  carried  out  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Hughes  until  his  enlistment  in 
September  1939.  Her  work,  continuously  maintained  in  spite  of 
inditTerent  health,  has  resulted  in  the  preparation,  publication, 
and  distribution  of  practically  the  w  hole  of  the  Summary  for  the 
year  1934,  as  well  as  the  computation  and  preparation  of  the 
results  for  1935  up  till  July.  In  fact  she  is  now  preparing 
material  more  rapidly  than  the  printers  can  set  up  the  copy. 
This  work,  carried  out  during  the  last  eighteen  months  single- 
handed,  without  even  computational  assistance,  represents  a 
substantial  contribution  to  seismology,  even  on  peace-time 
standards,  and  is  one  for  which  the  Observatory  owes  a  great 
debt  of  gratitude  to  Miss  Bellamy. 

II.  Instruction 

Instruction  of  R.A.K.  and  R.X.  Cadets  has,  as  already  noted, 
continued  throughout  the  year.  The  courses  involve  three 
lectures  and  two  hours  practical  w  ork  on  astronomy  per  week,  as 
well  as  some  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  12-inch  telescope.  The 
first  course  of  R.A.F.  Cadets  finished  in  March  1943;  this  was 
followed  by  a  second  course  with  R.A.F.  and  R.N.  Cadets 
which  ran  from  April  to  September,  while  a  third  course  for 
R.A.F.  and  R.N.  Cadets  commenced  in  October. 

By  special  arrangement  the  Observatory  was  open  to  visitors 
during  the  Hilary  Term,  but  trouble  then  developed  with  the 
dome  of  the  12-inch  telescope  which  made  it  impossible  to  con- 
tinue these  facilities.  Arrangements  for  the  repair  of  the  dome 
have  been  made,  but  shortage  of  material  has  as  yet  not  permitted 
the  commencement  of  the  work. 

H.  H.  PLASKETT. 
University  Observatory, 

OXIORD. 

14  April  1944. 
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